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SOUTH GAULISH SIGILLATA IN SOUTHWEST HISPANIA: CIRCULATION AND CONSUMPTION
GAULISH TERRA SIGILLATA TRADE IN AUGUSTA EMERITA 
(MÉRIDA). DATA FROM THE SIGILLA IN THE MUSEO 








More than 300 potters’ stamps on Gaulish terra sigillata, located in the deposits of the National Museum of Roman Art (MNAR), 
were subjected to a systematic analysis. All were found in the early archaeological investigations carried out in the capital of 
Lusitania, Augusta Emerita, down into the 1980s. Through them, this study deliberates an initial approach – chronological, 
typological and economic – to the commercial contacts that Mérida had with Gallia. 
Resumen
Se realiza un análisis sistemático de los más de 300 sellos de sigillata gálica localizados en los depósitos del Museo Nacional 
de Arte Romano (MNAR). Todas estas piezas fueron halladas en las antiguas intervenciones arqueológicas que se han ido 
desarrollando en la capital de la Lusitania, Augusta Emerita, hasta los años ochenta del siglo XX. Con este estudio se pretende 
un primer análisis cronológico, tipológico y económico de los contactos comerciales que Mérida tuvo con la Gallia a partir del 
análisis de estas marcas epigráficas.
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1. Introduction
Due to its capital status in the province of Lusitania, Augusta Emerita soon became one of the main 
centres of consumption of fine wares in Hispania (Figure 1). So far there have been several specific 
studies that have approached the issues concerning the impact of the Gaulish terra sigillata trade in 
Mérida (Mayet, 1978; Bustamante, 2009). However, no study has yet addressed this issue from a general 
and overarching perspective. The problem facing archaeological research in Mérida is that which 
confronts many another city – namely the enormous volume of material to be managed, the result of 
increasing archaeological activity since the 1980s.
Nevertheless, and although we do not want to fall into the mistake of considering Gaulish 
sigillata as a luxury item, perhaps it is the case that in this city trade did not attain the levels that we 
are accustomed to seeing in other regions, as, for example, in the coastal sites. Considerable quantities 
of Gaulish sigillata are indeed known in Mérida, yet compared to the massive volumes of Hispanic or 
African sigillata, its impact falls short. 
In starting the recent project – in which a group of Hispanic archaeologists and scholars are working 
to raise the profile of the Gaulish potters’ stamps from Hispanic sites on the Samian Data Base (Mainz), we 
were well aware that Mérida could not be omitted. But given the large amount of material – and in view 
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